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Salaamun 'Alaykum

Welcome to the Certificate Course - by ZAHRA FOUNDATION, Florida, USA - in
SATAN — The Accursed.

The Course is divided into an Introductory Part, THIRTEEN parts (lectures,
discussions, a brief commentary on the verses (in al-Qur'an) that contain
Shaytan, Shayateen and Iblis. Commentaries and Discussions by great scholars
on Chapter an-Nas and al-Falaqg. Seeking protection from Shaytan, by different
Shia Scholars.

Introduction, Goals and Objectives, Acknowledgments, AND Introductory files to
the Course on SATAN - The Accursed Course is attached in MSWORD format.
Please read carefully.

The Introductory Materials contain:
Prophet Yahya and Shaytan

Iblis, Shaytan - a General Outlook
Army of Shaytan

al-Taba Tabai on Shaytan

Dr. Bahmanpour on SHAYTAN

How Shaytan Nullifies Our Good Actions
Admonition from Iblis

1) The FIRST (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

Seeking Protection from Shaytan - Imam Ali (AS), Imam Sajjad (AS), al-
Shirazi, al-Haeri, al-Majlisi and al-Khumeni
al-Khumeini on 4 Pillars and Disciplines of Seeking Protection from Shaytan

2) The SECOND (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

Chapter an-Nas and al-Falag - al-Kashani, at-Taba Tabai, al-Tabarsi and al-
Tusi, Mir Ahmed Ali and Fagih Imani

3) The THIRD (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

10 (1-10) Qur’anic Verses on Iblis - Faqgih Imani, al-Taba Tabai and Mir
Ahmed Ali

4) The FOURTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

6 (11-16) Qur’anic Verses on Iblis — Fagih Imani, al-Taba Tabai and Mir
Ahmed Ali

Several Scholars on IBLIS - al-Qummi, al-Tusi, al-Kashani and Tafsir al-
Tibyan

5) The FIFTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:
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10 (1-10) Qur’anic Verses on SHAYTAN - Fagih Imani, al-Taba Tabai and Mir
Ahmed Ali

6) The SIXTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

10 (11-20) Qur’anic Verses on SHAYTAN - Fagih Imani, al-Taba Tabai and Mir
Ahmed Ali

7) The SEVENTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

10 (21-30) Qur’anic Verses on SHAYTAN - Faqgih Imani, al-Taba Tabai and Mir
Ahmed Ali

8) The EIGHTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

10 (31-40) Qur’anic Verses on SHAYTAN - Fagih Imani, al-Taba Tabai and Mir
Ahmed Ali

9) The NINTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

(41-50) Qur’anic Verses on SHAYTAN - Fagih Imani, al-Taba Tabai and Mir
Ahmed Ali

10) The TENTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

10 (51-60) Qur‘anic Verses on SHAYTAN - Faqih Imani, al-Taba Tabai and Mir
Ahmed Ali

11) The ELEVENTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

10 (61-70) Qur‘anic Verses on SHAYTAN & SHAYATEEN - Faqgih Imani, al-Taba
Tabai and Mir Ahmed Ali

12)12) TheTWELFTH (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on
the following:

9 (71-79) Qur’anic Verses on SHAYTAN & SHAYATEEN - Fagih Imani, al-Taba
Tabai and Mir Ahmed Ali

13) The LAST (of the THIRTEEN) part contains details and text on the
following:

Lectures on SHAYTAN - Mujahid Ali Sherrif
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INTRODUCTION

The Religion al-Islam emphasizes all Muslims, men and women, to learn about
Shaytan as mush as one can, and in the process, to increase faith about the
Unity, Power and Dominance of The One Allah. There are many views on The
Satan and and this course will take you through almost everything that is out
there, and many texts have been translated from Arabic.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The course is designed to please the Imam al-Mahdi (AS) of The Time, and so we
can understand and appreciate the methods in which Shaytan misleads us and his
trickeries.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This entire course was developed, and is a result of reading and researching
many books, and lectures by Dr. Bahmanpour, Mujahid Ali Sheriff. Zahra
Foundation takes no credit towards the development of this course. The works of
al-Majlisi, al-Haeri, Fagih Imani, al-Taba Tabai, al-Kashani, al-Tabarsi, Mir Ahmed
Ali, and so forth, have all been instrumental towards the development of this
course.

Together with the above, and as per the scholars of Islam, this kind of direct
knowledge of Allah was only available through The Aimmah and may Allah bless
all of them, and include us in these blessings.

IBLIS: THE ARCH-DECEIVER JINN

Being familiar with your enemy is the very first step in fighting him. How Iblis
works, who works for him or with him, how he approaches humans, how to deal
with his temptations and insinuations..., are all topics which should be on the top
of everyone’s list of priorities.

e Let us, first of all, explain the meaning of the word “Iblis”. Like “Satan”, it
is an Arabic word. Consulting the famous lexicon Lisan al-Arab by Abu al-
Fadl Jamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Manzour, we find the
following on P. 29, Vol. 6 (Dar Sadir, Beirut, Lebanon, 1300 A.H./1883
A.D.):

e Root word: balasa or ablasa (both past tense verbs) from the mercy of
Allah: he lost all hope for the mercy of Allah, and he regretted, hence
Iblis, a name attached to Azazel (his original name).

e Azazel is the name of Iblis in the Old Testament. “Iblis” is a noun used as
a descriptive adjective. Consulting a good English-English dictionary such
as The Random House College Dictionary (Random House, Inc., New York,
1975) Azazel is described as “the scapegoat released on the [Jewish] Day
of Atonement, or its destination, hell, “and as one of the “fallen angels.”

“"Satan” is an adjective used as a noun. Its Arabic origin is shaytan, someone
irate, enraged, angry, furious, burning with the fire of wrath; shiyat means
burning.
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In Greek, his name is Phosphorus.

In Latin mythology, he is referred to as Lucifer, “the light-bearing.” This same
Latin word also describes planet Venus, the morning star.

In Isaiah 14:12, Lucifer is said to be king of Babylon. This must have been used
metaphorically, for certainly most of Babylon’s kings were devilish, very evil,
proud and arrogant.

Moreover, there is no such name among all those who ruled not only the
city capital Babylon but all of the kingdom of Babylonia. Like the Pharaohs
of Egypt, for many centuries contemporaries of the kings of Babylon, these
kings demanded their subjects to worship them as their gods. The story
of Prophet Abraham and Nemrud is an example.

Azazel is mentioned in traditions transmitted by renown traditionalist such
as Tawus al-Yamani (d. about 106 A.H./724 A.D.) and Mujahid ibn Jabr,
Abu al-Hajjaj who both say that:

Before committing his sin, Iblis used to be one of the
angels named Azazel. He was one of the residents of
the earth, and he belonged to a group of angels
known as the jinns. None among the angels was
more diligent or more knowledgeable than him.
When he disobeyed Allah, He caused him and made
him a Satan and named him Iblis.

According to Ibn Abbas and al-Masudi, before his fall, Iblis was beautiful,
ennobled and honored, a ruler over the lower heavens and the earth, and
one of the keepers of the janna, the earthly Paradise, temporary home of
Adam and Eve.

When he fell from grace, the Almighty cursed him, deformed him, and cast
him away from His mercy. All of this is documented in al-Tabari’s tafsir.
All Iblis’s offspring, therefore, are deformed and ugly, as a matter of fact,
the ugliest of all jins. Had humans only seen them, they would have
wondered how they ever listened to them and obeyed them.

There is another theory as to how Iblis came to be mixed with the angels.
It is recorded by Sayyid Ali ibn Tawus on p.33 of his book Sa’d al-Su’ood.
He says that in the Tablets of prophet Enoch (Idris), there is a record of
how the jinns were multiplying and how corrupt they were; so, Iblis
pleaded to Allah to save him from them and to let him be in the company
of the angels instead, and that Allah granted him his wish.

Iblis’s kunya is “Abu Murra.”

When the Meccans wanted to assassinate the Messenger of Allah in a plot
very well documented in history books, a man named al-Shaykh al-Najdi
appeared to them. He, in fact, was none other than Iblis. Iblis had simply
taken the form of that man and came to the plotters with the suggestion
to select one man from each of the Meccan tribes for the execution of their
scheme so that Muhammad’s blood would be lost among them and Banu
Hashim, his clan, would simply be unable on its own to face all the other
tribes combined. The kunya of that Najdi was “Abu Murra.” Iblis,
therefore, was named likewise.
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e The jinns eat and drink, marry, and have their own social system. Some
of them live for thousands of years, but there is no term set for Iblis and
his offspring; he and they shall live till the Day of Judgment. Such respite
granted to Iblis is referred to in verses such as these:

He (Iblis) said: Lord! Grant me a respite till the time when they are raised (for
judgment). He (Allah) said: So surely you are of the respited ones, till the period
of the time made known. (Qur'an, 15:36-38)

e This respite means an exemption from having to die, one that lasts till
Israfil blows his trumpet for the second, not the first, time, with a time
period of forty years between both blows.

e Some scholars, however, are of the view that this respite will terminate at
the “minor giyama”, that is when Imam Mahdi (AS), the Awaited Savior,
will reappear to put an end to all tyranny and mischief and to start a
period of peace and tranquility never enjoyed before in the entire history
of mankind.

e Naturally, such an enjoyment can never be complete without first putting
an end to Iblis’s mischief-making, and Allah knows best.

What did Iblis do before committing his disobedience?
Here is a tradition transmitted by Ibn Abbas that sheds light on this subject:

The first to dwell on earth were the jinns.

They caused corruption on it and shed blood, killing each other.

Allah then sent Iblis to them with an army of angels to annihilate them.
They were a tribal group called jinns.

Iblis and the angels with him caused a bloodbath among them and
eventually banished them to the islands in the oceans and to the
mountains.

His success caused him to be proud and haughty.

He said, I have done something nobody has ever done before.

Allah was aware of how Iblis felt, but the other angels who were in his
company were not.

Jameel ibn Durraj once asked Imam Abu Abdillah al-Sadig (AS) about Iblis,
whether or not he was an angel. “He was not an angel,” said the Imam (AS),” ...
he was from the jinns, and he was in the company of the angels. The angels
regarded him as one of them, but Allah knew that he was not; so when He
ordered him to bow down to Adam, he did what he did.

e Iblis knew exactly what he was made of; he knew that unlike the angels
who were created from light (noor), he, being a jinn, was created from
fire; in the following Quranic verse, he admits this fact:

He (Allah) said: What inspired you from making obeisance when I commanded
you to? He (Iblis) said: I am better than him: You have created me of fire, while
him have You created of dust. (Qur'an 7:12)

The Almighty Himself, Creator of everyone and everything, tells us that Iblis was
one of the jinns in many verses; here is one of them:

And when We said to the angels: Make obeisance to Adam, they made obeisance
but Iblis (did not). He was of the jinns, so he transgressed the commandments
of his Lord. (Qur'an, 18:50)
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This verse has confused some people: On one hand, the Almighty says
that He addressed the angels, and Iblis was amongst those addressed; so,
will that not make him one of them? Not necessarily according to the way
Arabs use their language. On the other hand, the very same verse very
clearly states that “he (Iblis) was of the jinns.”

Ali ibn Ibrahim narrates a tradition traced to Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (AS) who
quotes the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib (AS) stating the
following:

Seven thousand years passed since two species, the jinns and the nisnas,
were on earth when Allah the Exalted wanted to create a new creation.

He unveiled the curtains of the heavens and said to the angels: Look at
the residents of the earth from among My creation; look at the jinns and
the nisnas.

When they saw all the sins they were doing, they deemed them monstrous
and said: Lord! You are the Exalted One, the Omnipotent, and there are
Your weakling creatures being sustained by Your sustenance, yet they live
in disobedience to you while You do not seek revenge for Yourself.

When He heard the angels say so, He said to them, I am going to create a
successor to them on earth who will be the hujja (argument or proof) on
earth.

The angels then said, Glory to You! Are you going to permit to live on it
one who will cause corruption just as the jinns have done? Make a
successor one of us, for we do not disobey You, rather, we always Praise,
Glorify, and Sanctify You.

The most Exalted One said, I know what you do not; I wish to create a
creation Myself and to bring out of his offspring prophets and righteous
servants as well as guided Imams who I shall appoint as successors (of
one another) over My creation and on My earth, and I shall purge My earth
from the nisnas and exile the tyrant ones from among the disobedient
jinns and let them reside in the air and throughout the earth, and I shall
create a curtain between the jinns and My creations.

The angels then said, Lord! Do whatever You please.

Allah then distanced them from the Arsh (Throne) as far as the distance of
five hundred years.

They gathered around it and pointed at it with their fingers, whereupon
the Lord looked mercifully at them and set up for them the ma’moor
House and said to them: Circle around it, leave the Throne alone, so they
circled it, and it is the House entered every day by seventy thousand
angels who never return to it.

Allah, therefore , made the ma’moor House for the repentance of the
residents of the heavens, then He made the Ka'ba for the repentance of
the residents of the earth.

Imam Ali (AS) has also said the following about Iblis as recorded in Nahjul-
Balagha:

Conceit overcame him, so he boasted of the superiority of
his origin over Adam, and he became fanatical in his bias to
his own. The enemy of Allah, therefore, is the leader of
fanatics, the ancestor of the proud, the one who set the
foundations of fanaticism. He argued with Allah with regard
to His destiny, wearing outfit of arrogance, taking off the
robe of humility. Do you not see how Allah, because of his
pride, humiliated him and because of his arrogance abased
him? He made him in the life of this world condemned, and
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He prepared for him in the hereafter the fire. Had Allah
desired to create Adam of light that snatches the eye-sight
and dazzle the minds, and had He made his fragrance
breathtaking, He would have just done that. And had He
done so, all would have submitted to him, and it would have
been easier for the angels to tolerate him.

But Allah, the most Exalted One, tries His creation with a
little of what they do not know in order to thus test them, in
order to rid them of pride, in order to distance them from
conceit; so, you should learn a moral lesson from what Allah
did to Iblis! He nullified all the good things he had done for
such a very long time and all his endeavor, for he had
adored Allah for six thousand years, whether they were
years of this life’s calculation or of that of the hereafter, all
because of a moment’s touch of pride!

Ali ibn Ibrahim, the renown mufassir, has said,

Pride is the very first transgression whereby Allah was disobeyed by Iblis.
Iblis said, Lord! Exempt me from having to prostrate to Adam, and I (in
return) shall worship You in such a way no angel near to You nor a sent
messenger ever will.

e Allah said, I have no need for your worship. I wish to be adored as I wish,
not as you.

e But he refused to prostrate, whereupon Allah said to him, Get out of it, for
you are accursed.

e Iblis said, How so, Lord, while You are the Just One Who never oppresses?
This means You will not reward me for all the good deeds I have done.

e Allah said, No, I will not, but ask me whatever you wish of the affairs of
the life as rewards for your good deeds, and I shall grant it to you.

e The first thing Iblis asked for was to remain alive till the Day of Judgment,
and Allah, the most Exalted One, granted him his request.

e Then he asked Him to give authority over Adam’s offspring, and He
granted him this one too.

e Then he said, Let me be as close to them as the blood in their veins, and
Allah said, I grant you this one, too.

e Then Iblis said, No son is born for them except that two are born for my
service, and I shall see them while they cannot see me, and I shall appear
to them in any form I wish. Allah said, I grant it to you.

e Then he said, Lord! Grant me an increase! Allah said, I have made for you
and your offspring a home in their [humans’] chests.

Iblis then said, Lord! You have given me enough!

It was then that Iblis said, as verse 82 of Surat Saad (Qur‘an, 38:82) and
verse 17 of Surat al-A'raaf (Qur’an 7:17) tell us, By Your Might, I will
surely make them live an evil life, all of them, except Your servants among
them, the purified ones, (Qur'an 38:82-82), and, As you have caused me
to remain disappointed, I will certainly lie in ambush for them on Your
Straight Path, then will I certainly come to them from before them, from
behind them, from their right side, and from their left, and You shall not
find most of them thankful. (Qur‘an, 7:16-17).

On rare occasions, however, Iblis offered sound advice to a select few, knowing
that he by no means could fool them. He offered advice to Noah and Moses:
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e When Nuh invoked his Lord to condemn his people and to inflict retribution
upon them, Iblis came to him and said, O Nuh! Remember me in three
situations, for I am closer during them to any of the servants of Allah:
Remember me when you are angry, and remember me when you have to
arbitrate between two contenders, and remember me when you sit with a
woman and nobody else is present with you.

e When Nuh landed from the ark after the flood was over, Iblis came to him
and said, Nobody on the face of earth has done me a bigger favor than
you! You invoked Allah against these sinners, so you relieved me from
having to deal with them. Shall I, then, teach you two merits? Beware of
envy, for it did to me what it did. And beware of avarice, for it did to
Adam what it did.

e One of the pieces of advice Iblis offered Prophet Musa was the following:
Whenever you contemplate upon offering charity, do it immediately, for
whenever a servant of Allah contemplates upon paying something by way
of charity, I, rather than any of my fellows, will keep him company in
order to desist him from doing it.

Who makes Iblis’s job easier? As we have learned from the above, anger is on
the top of the list, for when anger overtakes someone, the latter will be too weak
to use common-sense, let alone wisdom. He will be rash and erratic. The
Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (AS) wrote a letter once to al-Harith al-
Hamadani in which he said, Beware of anger, for it is a great host of Iblis.

Besides anger, women play a major role in assisting Iblis in carrying out his
schemes, I mean when people are overcome by their carnal desires for women
who are not lawful for them.

Iblis once said to Moses, O Musa! You should never be in the company of a
woman who is not permissible for you, for no man does so except that I, rather
than any of my fellows, will keep him company.

Definition of Iblis

In the Qur'an, the Devil has 2 names. Iblis, probably derived from the Greek
diabolos & used always in the singular & as a personal name, usually in the
context of his fall from grace.

Some scholars have argued that Shaytan, his other name which is Arabic &
possibly derived from the roots 'to be far from' or 'born with anger,' may have
been acquired as a result of his rebellion, while others argue that Iblis is used in
context of the Devil's relationship to God, while Shaytan is used in relation to
humans. Shaytan occurs much more frequently in the Qur'an than Iblis, usually in
connection with the temptation & seduction of humans.

The Qur'an mentions the account of the fall of Iblis several times. When Allah
created man, he told all spirits to bow before him. Iblis refused claiming he was
better than humans because he was created out of fire instead of mud. Allah then
cast him down for his pride. Allah then agrees to let Iblis tempt humanity until
the last day when the dead are raised, but tells Iblis he will have no power over
Allah, Himself, or any of Allah's servants.

Tricks of Satan
As for the tricks of Shaytan against you they are seven.
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. He obstructs you from doing acts of obedience. Repel him, if Allah protects
you, by realizing that you are in need of these acts of obedience in order
to gather provision from this life for the next life which will have no
ending.

. He commands you to procrastinate in acts of obedience. Repel him, if Allah
protects you, by realizing that your appointed time is not in your hands
and that you could die at any moment.

. He commands you to rush in acts of obedience by suggesting to you, "Hurry!
In order that you can do so and so!" Repel him, if Allah protects you, by
realizing that few acts of obedience done with perfection is better than
many done incompletely.

. He commands you to perfect your worship in order to be seen of men. Repel
him, if Allah protects you, by realizing that the sight of Allah is enough for
you over the sight of men.

. He whispers arrogance and pride in your heart by saying, "Who is greater and
more precise than your obedience?" Repel him, if Allah protects you, , by
realizing that your acts of obedience to Allah is a blessing from Allah, not
from yourself. If it were not for the bounty of Allah, you would not be able
to establish any act of obedience , which are nothing next to the blessing
of Allah Ta" ala.

. This is the greatest of his tricks, he says to you, Make strenuous effort in
keeping your obedience of Allah secret. Soon He will make your acts
manifest before the world! Repel him, if Allah protects you, that you are a
slave of Allah and that He alone is your Master. If He wills, He will
manifest you and if He wills He will keep you concealed. If He wills, He will
make you important and if He wills He will make you insignificant. That is
for Him to decide, and you should not care whether He manifestsyour
good deeds to people or not, because there is nothing in thier hands worth
seeking after.

. He suggests in your heart, There is no need for you to perform acts of
obedience to Allah. Truly, if you were created and destined to be among
the people of bliss, then there is no danger in you neglecting the acts of
worship. And if you were created and destined to be among the people of
wretchednedd, then there is no benefit in doing them. Repel him , if Allah
protects you, that realizing that you are a slave . And that it the duty of a
slave to obey the commands as is the rights to slaveness (" ubuudiyya).
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LECTURE ON
SHAITAN
Shaykh Bahmanpour

We were talking about Shaitan and how it is possible that we worship him.
It was mentioned in the verse in Surah Yasin.
e If you remember last week we mentioned that Shaitan is a general term -
an attribute for an absolutely vicious creature, Insaan or Jinn or whatever.
e And of course there is the big Shaitan, Iblis who was ungrateful to Allah
and was expelled and then he works in this world.

Now, how does Shaitan work in this world in our hearts how does he work?
How he spreads among us?

e If you remember, Shaitan is a very busy person and does not have the
time to come to all of us and allocate a lot of time for every one us so he
should spread his words through some means and this means is his army.
He has an army certainly.

The army is mentioned in Surah Isra 62.

There is a conversation between Allah and Shaitan in this Surah and he says,

What do you say about this creature that you have honored above me, if you give
me respite to the Day of resurrection, I will surely seize and mislead his offspring,
all but a few.

The few that he knew he had no power over.

What do you say about this creature, was a suggestion to Allah by Shaitan,
saying that you are wrong and if you give me respite till the Day of Resurrection
you will see how I mislead them but a few.

Allah said, Go, and whoever follows you, surely, will be recompensed in Hell an
ample recompense.

e Any one of them that you can with your shirk, you can take them out of
the right path and attack them with your foot soldiers; and your cavalry;
and become their partner in their children and property; and give them
promises.

And of course, he cannot promise humans but in deception.
There are many concepts that if put here and if we ponder about them we
will find out how Shaitan works and what are his capabilities.

First of all, it’s only his voice.

e Only with your voice, not your hands or other means - and this is very
important.
He has no power over anyone but the power of deception.
The voice in our hearts and our minds.
And, that voice if heard, then of course he wins; if not heard, we defeat
him.

Therefore this is why Allah says, the deception of Shaitan is very weak, he cannot
do much work in your hearts; it is just a voice. If you listen to his voice, he is
happy and you are waylaid, but if you do not he is defeated.

e He cannot use his hands and other means.
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He has foot soldiers and he has cavalry.

He does not come to us himself - he sends his foot soldiers and they are
us.

We are his people who go to each other.

And what he can do is that, he just suggests things in our heats.

Now, this is very important, and this is mentioned in many parts of the
Qura’n that Shaitan works in our hearts - this way giving us promises.

In Surah Nisa 120 the type of work that Shaitan does is mentioned, "He gives
them false promises and stirs vain desires in them, but Shaitan promises nothing
other than sheer desires.”

Now what does this mean?
Of course, you cannot be Shaitan in your hearts or soul but imagine if you
ponder carefully.

e You cannot be Shaitan, because he is of the other kind, and that other
kind is such that they can see us but we don’t see him.

Surah A'raf says,” They see us but we do not see them.”

e So, they come to our minds and give us ideas.
e We have the power of contemplation; but they use our contemplation to
create desire.

E.g. If you contemplate that "If I was a chief? Then the idea comes "what could I
do?" I could have any car and woman for wife, etc. This becomes the origin for
our decisions. They cannot command us but only create desire and this is how we
join them. But, if we just think for a second that "I am going to die soon," then all
the work of the Shaitan will unravel.

e The reason the intellect becomes ineffective is because we listen to his

suggestion.
There are many things like the desire of becoming powerful over others.
Why?

e These are the types of deception that he creates and are a part of his
suggestion.

e These are desires spread by us too when we admonish our children about
values or when we advise our friends of how to go about their business
and life.

It is very much like the work of Shaitan.
It is all based on the idea that worldly things are very important and one
has to make all the efforts to achieve them.

Like a friend may come and say, of course there is the hereafter - by God - but
the present too is very important. You have to get subsistence for your children
and it is a most important thing.

e Now this is an evil suggestion given by the likes of us who are his foot
soldiers.

e The realization of what Allah says, you will see that some people are never
attracted by these idle ideas and they are more inclined towards the
hereafter.

e His success is make you forget the hereafter and then you become
defenseless and then these aspirations will come to your minds.

What are his promises?
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Again, from Quran in Surah Baqarah, Shaitan promises you and induces you
indecent acts but God promises you forgiveness of your sins and a good
hereafter.

It is not only Shaitan, but also Allah is working in our minds. And it depends to
whom we submit - we join that party. So not only Shaitan who has this power
but Allah too enters our hearts.

Now, how does Shaitan come into your hearts?

e He comes to us to tell us that we have to work hard to attain our desires,
and so he tells us about the dos and the don’ts.

e He stops us from charity by saying that we should look after our children
and then give charity - so he stops us from charity.

e If he sees you worshipping, he will tell you to pray, but first get
sustenance for your children. He talks about your children and you.

Muaviya really annihilated himself to give the rule to the Banu Umayya in a
heredity fashion. But why did he do that? Because Shaitan convinced him that he
must first think of his children and how they could rule after him. So he followed
him.

In Surah Ibrahim verse 22 is the confession of the Shaitan and he says, Verily
God promised you the promise of truth and I promised but failed to keep them. I
had no authority over you except that I called you and you responded to me, so
do not blame but blame yourselves. I cannot be your helper nor can you be mine.
Verily I disbelieved you making me partner of God. Surely for the unjust ones
there is painful chastisement.

This is, after the life of everything had ended and human beings accused Shaitan
of betrayal.

He knows that the punishment cannot be increased.

He did not use his hands to force anyone physically.

He just called and humans followed and it is entirely their fault.

We have resignhed ourselves.

We have aspirations but he comes and embellishes and decorates our
desires.

e This makes us think that what he suggests is the only goal of human life
and we do not think of the values of Qura’n like the value that every
individual should realize what he wants and this is what the modern
society today is striving for.

Thinkers say that today’s society should help the aspiration of the socio-political
and others. We should have the freedom to achieve our sexual desires, our
desires of power and money etc. People are now fighting that every individual
should get what he wants so long as it does not interfere with other people. This
is the declaration in the charters of human rights.

Isn’t the modern society working for Shaitan?

e But you may say that all desires do not come from Shaitan and yes, some
desires are lawful and some are not but this gives access to unbridled
desires.

Yes, it curbs the society’s interference into the human desires.
In this way it gives fuel to the fire that Shaitan has lit about human
desires.
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e Itis inherent in the declaration of human rights.

If we work in this way - I don’t know whether you agree with or not — but human
beings become the soldiers of Shaitan and some religious people are
inadvertently drawn in to this. Shaitan appoints one Shaitan to a person. Many
different species of these desires are suggested by Shaitan and these people who
are there to guide us fail to realize this.

Once he finds that you work well for him, then you are a very valuable foot
soldier. Then Allah will appoint a guard for you and place a barrier between you,
and the Shaitan can come and join your company in every moment of your life.

In Surah Fussilat 25, And we have appointed for them intimate companions who
have made fair seeming to them, what was before them and what was behind
them. And the Word is justified against those who were among the previous
generations of the Jinns and men that had passed away before them. Indeed they
were the losers.

These intimate companions have been explained better in Surah Zukhruf verse 36
that says, And whosoever turns away from the remembrance of the Most
Beneficent, we appoint for him Shaitan to be a Qarin, an intimate companion for
him.

Now as I said, they have no physical power to do anything but whatever we
comply, they decorate it to tell us that this is the only path to follow.

They think they are guided, the intellectual who knows and not others and find
themselves superior, and they do not know that whatever comes from Shaitan is
like a virus.

We are somehow captured by Shaitan or Jinn who tell us what to do all the time -
this is of course are true. Ibrahim, said, I feel that punishment from Allah will
come to you if you worship the idols, and Shaitan will come and overwhelm you
and be with you always. You will then become a party of the Shaitan and you will
among the losers on the Day of Judgment.

Surah Maryam says, they drive them, they force them forward towards evil.
Allah too will drive them like He says in verse 84 of Surah Maryam, And We shall
drive the Mujrimin, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah to Hell, in a thirsty state.

Shaitan drives them like one drives a horse with a whip. The only thing Shaitan
does is contemplation, desires and instigation - and whenever we want to start
something we start with cursing him. He is persistent, and we are at his mercy all
the time. If we believe in all the times he has mislead us, then appoints one from
his cavalry to be our leader, and then receive the punishment to go to Hell.

Of course, Shaitan and the sinners will quarrel in front of God. And when Allah
asks them why did you sin, Shaitan will answer that the human has done every
thing of his own accord. And then God tells them not to quarrel in front of him
when the human tries to answer and says they were both given the promises but
now they will not be repeated and they will be dealt according to the punishment
already foretold. They will go Hell as promised. This is one of the most severe
punishments that any one can receive.

Shaitan can never inspire a good cause and if some one comes with a good cause
you may be assured that it is not from Shaitan.
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The Surah Shura verse 210 says, It is not the Shaitan that has revealed the
Qura’n. Neither will it suit them nor can they produce it. Verily they have been
removed far from hearing it.

But whatever comes from Shaitan is indecent.

This was to refute the claim that the disbelieving Arabs had put after hearing the
verses of the book. Since it is not written by man, then it is the work of a Jinn or
Shaitan. The disbelievers and Shaitan are two people who hate each other but will
have to dwell together. We will be accused of having made the Shaitan powerful.

We should note that if we hear and follow the words of God that have been
brought by the angels, we can never be tempted and misled, and we can remain
safe from Hell.

Shaitan homes in when he finds some evil intentions in our hearts. If some one
sees a ten-pound note on the pavement and then hesitates to pick it up it is the
Shaitan who makes him take it by driving him to do this. The evil intention
comes from us and Shaitan only cements it.

The story of Adam and Eve also tells us that the origin of foul deeds come from
us. If you remember Shaitan told Adam that the tree was the tree of knowledge
and he could it eat from it. But the desire to eat from that tree was already there
in Adam.

In our day to day life we can be guided by the verses at the end of Surah A'raf
that say,

If an enticement comes to you, seek refuge with God; indeed He is all hearing, all
knowing.

Verily those who guard when afflicted with an evil thought from Shaitan, become
mindful, then lo they see aright.

Their brethren drag them deeper into error, so they do not halt their efforts.

When Qura’n is recited to you, listen to it and be attentive, perchance you may
receive His mercy.

Allamah Taba Tabai on
SHAYTAN

Ali bin Ibrahim has been quoted by al-Kafi narrating about Imam Jafar Sadiq
having said,

Jibril came to Adam when he had left Paradise and said,

O Adam, did not God create you with His very hands and did
He not instill in you the special soul? Did He not ask the
angels to prostrate before you? Did He not give you the
hand of His chosen maid in Marriage and did He not permit
you both to stay in Paradise allowing you to eat all that
there was - but personally asked you not to eat or go near
that particular tree - but you did eat and disobeyed God?

Adam answered, O Jibril, Satan swore on God that he was
my well wisher and I could never ever dream that someone
could swear falsely in the name of God.
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Tafsir Qummi has quoted Imam Jafar Sadiq as saying,

e Satan said, O Lord You are never unjust so how will the rewards for my
good deeds be obliterated?

e God answered, No for you will be granted your wish that you may desire
on this earth.

The first desire of Satan was to live up to the Judgment Day
and God said, "granted".

Satan’s next wish was to have complete power over the
sons of Adam and God said, " I grant you the power to
overwhelm."

Satan asked that he be allowed to infiltrate the blood veins
in mankind and God said, " I allow you to infiltrate."

e Satan said that he should be granted two children for every child born to
mankind and that he may have the power to see mankind but not vice
versa.

e And that he may take any form to manifest himself before them; God said,
" Granted".

e Satan then asked God for further grants and God said, " I have let their
hearts be your abode."

e Satan then said, It is sufficient. By your glory I will lure them all away
excepting those who are pious and sincere.

The meaning of this tradition has been discussed earlier and Satan’s words, " that
I may take the form of any creation I please" means nothing more than that he
can influence the thoughts of mankind. He can manifest himself in any form he
pleases for the humans but he has no power to change his own form of existence.

Some scholars have concurred that Satan and his progeny are from amongst the
Jinns and Jinns have a non-material existence. They can shape their appearance
in any material form like dogs, etc. The angels too are non-material beings and
can change their form of appearance but cannot appear as dogs and pigs.
According to the scholars the existence of these two creations are specific and
cannot be proven through intelligence. The concurrence of the scholars is no
proof of their statement.

There is problem of numbers about the progeny of Satan though they have
multiplied through his existence. How? Has he multiplied in the natural form that
we humans do or does he resort to some other method? We do not have
information hence we cannot be certain about his method of reproduction.

There are a few traditions that say that Satan copulates with his own soul, lays
eggs, and hatches them or that his genital organ is between his two thighs just as
in the humans and so they are able to copulate. He has ten children every day
and they are males or they may be of both sexes whose intercourse produces
further children. But these are conjectures that cannot be proven. There are
some unconvincing traditions. There may be more information in the verse that
are yet to be explained or deciphered but till date nothing so concrete has been
explained and nothing is complimented by the verses of the Qur‘an.

al-Kafi has recorded the words of Imam Jafar Sadiq as narrated by Ali bin
Ibrahim, Ibn Abi Umair, and Hammad, that the Imam said,
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Every heart has two sections out of which is one is for purity
and piety and the other is for Satan and his allurements. He
orders them to evil while the angel stops them from obeying
(Satan). This is the meaning of God’s words. Satan had
said, " I will lure them from the right and from the left and
from above and below and from in front and from the back."

Biharul-Anwar records a traditions of the Messenger in which he has said,
Surely the Satan flows freely with the blood in mankind.
Sahih Muslim records it this way,

The Messenger said, Every man has a Jinn for companion, so someone asked
what about you O Messenger? and he answered, And for me, but God helped me
by making the Jinn a Muslim and he advises me nothing but goodness.

Tafsir Ayyashi quotes Jameel bin Daraj narrating the words of Imam Jafar Sadiq
when he was asked about Satan whether he was one among the angels or used
to receive the orders from heaven, He was not from among the angels but the
angels considered him as one of their own. God knew that he was not from
among them, nor does he get his orders from the heavens, nor did he attain any
prominence.

Then Tabari came and said that how come Satan was not from among the angels
though God has said about the angels, They all prostrated before Adam excepting
Satan.

Hazrat then recited the words of God O you believers, believe! and this was said
when the Muminin were not present so the Imam asked, Does this include the
hypocrites who accept Islam superfluously?

The tradition itself denies that Satan was from among the angels though he lived
on the 5™ heaven and was one its keepers. We should also remember that there
are various accounts from both the Sunni and Shia sects about the powers of
Satan. They are of two kinds.

One in which the powers and deeds of Satan have been explained and secondly
some in which commentaries have been added.

In the first kind, we have the tradition from Hazrat Ali saying.
Do not keep meat cloth in the house because it is the center
for Satan, and do not keep mud or filth behind doors. That
is the refuge of Satan.

Usul Kafi has quoted Hazrat Ali as saying,
The cobwebs in your house are the abodes of Satan.

The Books further quotes him as saying,
Do not drink water while standing and do not dirty the
drinking water with your saliva. Do not sit on graves nor
stay alone in the house. Do not wear just one shoe and walk

because in such conditions Satan comes very close to you.

Imam Jafar Sadiq has been quoted by the same book
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Satan flees when you speak about God. If a person does not
take the name of God before copulation then Satan inserts
his own phallus too and both the person and Satan do the
copulation, though the semen belongs to the man.

A tradition says,

He who sleeps intoxicated is akin to the wife of Satan and
spends the night like her.

The Compiler’s words:

Verse 90 of Surah Maidah clearly defines this subject by saying, Intoxicants,
gambling, divination by seeking a decision through arrows are an abomination of
Satan’s handiwork.

In another instance recorded in al-Kafi Imam Bagir is reported to have said,

Surely anger is the oven of Satan that flares in the breasts
of Adam’s progeny.

The Holy Messenger is reported to have said,

Indeed Satan circulates in the blood of Adam’s progeny, so
restrict his passage with frugality and hunger.

In the book al Mahasin Imam Ridha has been recorded to quote Hazrat Ali,

His (Satan’s) antimony is sleep, his powder is anger and
taste is Lies.

Admonition from Iblis
The Prophet, peace be upon him and his progeny said:

Once, when Musa b. Imran, peace be upon him, was seated, Iblis approached
him, with a hooded cloak of motley colours. As he came nearer, he removed the
cloak and greeted Musa. Musa said - Who are you? He said:

I am Iblis.

Musa said - May Allah not bring your abode closer (to anyone)! Why have you
come? He said: I have come to greet you for the status that you have before
Allah, Most High. So Musa said -

And what about this cloak? He said: With that, I hijack the
hearts of the people!

Then Musa asked him - Tell me about the sin which when
Adam’'s son commits it, you overpower him and get the
better of him? He said: When he becomes conceited, and
regards his good deeds as too many,; and when his own sins
seem small to him.

Then he told Musa: I give you three advices:
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e Musa, never be alone with a stranger woman, or allow her to be with you
in privacy, for either of you do not meet the other without me being in
your company, without my other colleagues!

e And be careful when you give a covenant or pledge to Allah! (Fulfil it
immediately). For whenever a man pledges a vow or a covenant with
Allah, I intervene between him and its fulfillment - without my colleagues!

¢ And when you intend giving a charity, give it soon, for when a servant of
Allah intends giving alms, I alone, without my colleagues, sit in between
his intention and the charity, preventing it!

Then Iblis turned away saying: O, what a shame, what a grief! I have taught
Musa (a secret) which he will impart to the sons of Adam!
ARMY OF SHAYTAN

O Ali. . . your enemies are the army of Satan

The Prophet, peace be upon him and his progeny said:

e Ali! With you (all) has Allah begun this matter (i.e. Imamat) and with you
(all) shall He end it.

e So remain patient, for the good end is for those who guard against evil,

fearing Allah.

You are the army of Allah, and

your enemies are the army of Satan.

Blessed is he who obeys you and

woe unto those who oppose you.

You are the divine authority over His creation and

the strong rope (of Allah).

Whoever adheres to it finds true guidance, and

whoever discards it, goes astray.

I beseech Allah to grant you Paradise;

no one precedes you in your absolute obedience to Allah, and therefore,

you are worthier for it.
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Prophet YAHYA (AS)
AND SHAYTAN

In Majalis Ibn Sheikh Imam Ridha is recorded as quoting his ancestors by saying,

Satan used to approach the Prophets after Adam till God ordained Hazrat
Isa.

He used to talk to and question them.

He liked Hazrat Yahya bin Zakaria the most who asked him, O Satan I
need you for something.

Satan replied, Your station is so prominent that you are oblivious of needs.
You may ask whatever you want because I will never oppose your wish.
Hazrat Yahya said, O Satan you tell me how you trap Adam’s progeny
Satan answered, Through love and friendship.

He then promised to return the next day.

The next day Hazrat Yahya waited for him after securing the doors tightly.
When Satan arrived his face was like that of a monkey, his body was that
of a pig and his eyes were vertical in structure. His teeth and mouth were
joined together; he had no chin and no beard. He had four hands two on
the chest and two on the shoulders and his fingers were reversed. He was
wearing a robe and his loin was tightly girdled with a cloth that was multi
colored. He had a large bell in his hands and an egg on his head crowned
with a metal dog.

Hazrat Yahya hesitated but asked him, What is this that is tied to your
midriff? Satan replied: This is sorcery that I have beautified for them.
Hazrat Yahya asked him about the multi colored threads and he said,
These are the fashion of women that will always be popularized among
them, though ultimately it will put them to trial.

Hazrat Yahya asked him about the bell and he said, This contains all kinds
of musical instruments, which impassion men drink and make merry. I use
them. Hearing these sounds, some refrain from dancing while others
dance wildly and tear their clothes.

Hazrat Yahya asked him, What soothes your eyes? He answered, Women
are my instruments in trapping men, for they gather in the assemblies of
righteous people and I approach them, for they gladden my heart.

Hazrat Yahya asked him about the egg on his head and he said, I refrain
from going to the assemblies of the righteous because of it.

Hazrat Yahya asked him, Why this iron inside the egg? He answered, I
perturb the believers’ hearts through it.

Yahya asked him if he ever was successful against him and Satan
answered, No, but you have a virtue, and that is you eat healthily after a
day’s fasting and this prevents you from saying your prayer immediately
after eating.

Hazrat Yahya then swore that he would never satiate himself till he meets God.
Satan left him and never returned.
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HOW SHAYTAN NULLIFIES OUR GOOD ACTIONS
IKHLAS - Al-Khumeini (AR)

With my isnad reaching back to the venerable and trustworthy shaykh
Muhammad ibn Ya'qub al-Kulayni - may God sanctify his spirit - from Ali ibn
Ibrahim, from his father, from al-Qasim ibn Muhammad, from al-Minqgari, from
Sufyan ibn Uyaynah, from Abu Abd Allah (A), who, explaining the utterance of
God Almighty, "That He might try you (to see) which of you is fairest in
works." (67:2) said:

It does not mean one of you whose deeds are more
numerous, but one who is more rightful in his conduct, and
this rightness is nothing but the fear of God and sincerity of
intention (niyyah) and fear.

Then he (A) added:

To persevere in an action until it becomes sincere is more
difficult than (performing) the action itself, and sincerity of
action lies in this that you should not desire anyone to
praise you for it except God Almighty, and intention
supersedes action. Lo, verily, intention is action itself.

Then he recited the Qur'anic verse, "Say, everyone acts in accordance with
his character (shakilatihi)"(17:84) adding,

That (shakilah) means niyyah. [1]
Exposition:

e Bala' (mentioned in verse 67: 2) means 'test' and 'examination' as
pointed out by al-Sihah:
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e 'Balawtuhu balwan' means "I tested him', 'I examined him', and 'balahu
Allah bala'an', or ablahu ibla'an hasanan' or ibtaluhu means 'He (God)
tested him.'

o 'Ayyukum' is the second object (maf'ul duwwom) for li yabluwakum, with
the sense of knowing being implicit in it, according to al-Majlisi. But this
does not seem to fit, because the interrogative pronoun ayy makes the
verb conditional on action (amal).

e That which is correct is that b "’"'-" rkﬁ is @ nominal sentence (jumleh-
ye mubtada wa khabar) and is the object of the verb balwa. If ayy is taken
to be relative pronoun (mawsulah), there is a sense for the statement of
al-Majlisi, may God's mercy be upon him. But its interrogative character is
more evident.

e Sawab is the opposite of khata' (error), as mentioned by al Jawhari. The
second 'khashyah' (fear) does not appear in some manuscripts, as
mentioned by al-Majlisi, and should it be there, there are several probable
interpretations for it, the more evident of which is that the waw here is in
the sense of ma "a (with).
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And this phrase is narrated in the Asrar al-salat of al-Shahid al-Thani, may
Bew gy B o [T
God's mercy be upon him Al apalall L
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('sincere and fair intention’;

instead o

).
e Ibga' 'ala al-'amal means observance of action and exercising care over it,
as pointed out by al-Jawhari, who says:
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e Shakilah has (also) the sense of tarigah (way), shakl (shape), and nahiyah
(region), as mentioned in al-Qamus and al-Sihah. Al-Qamus states:
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e We will, God willing, explain that which needs explanation in this noble
hadith in course of a few sections.

The Meaning of “Test' in Relation to God:

The clause, "That He might try you..." (quoted in the tradition) refers to the
utterance of God Almighty:
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Blessed is He in Whose hand is the Kingdom and Who is powerful over
everything, Who created death and life, that He might try you which of
you is fairest in works. (67: 1-2)

e The muhaqqiq al-Majlisi, may God sanctify his soul, says:

This noble verse (which refers to the °creation' of
death) indicates that death is something which has
being, and means either death as something that
happens to life or essential non-existence.

e The meaning of the noble verse indicates a sense in which creation relates
to it (death) as a substance; it does not indicate a sense in which the
relation is accidental, as pointed out by the muhaggqgiqun.

e And, the possible sense of death as essential non-existence does not apply
here, for ascription of being to something essentially non-existent involves
a contradiction, with the further observation that to ascribe the sense of
essential non-existence to death does not appear in itself to be something
correct.

e However, that which is correct is that “death' means transference from
the apparent corporeal realm (nash'eh-ye zahereh-ye mulkiyyeh) to the
hidden higher realm (nash'eh-ye bateneh-ye malakutiyyeh).

e Or "death' means the second life in malakut (the realm higher to that of
physical nature) following the first life in the realm of mulk (physical
nature).
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Both of these senses involve being, or rather refer to a mode of being
more complete than that of mulk.

This is because life in the world or physical nature is adulterated with
lifeless physical materials and their life is an ephemeral accident, as
opposed to the substantial (i.e. inherent in substance) life of the realm of
malakut where the souls obtain independence (from all elements of
lifelessness that characterize the physical world).

That realm is the realm of life, life being its essential quality, and the non-
corporeal bodies of Barzakh (abdan-e mithaliye barzakhi) have their
existential dependence on the souls, as has been demonstrated in the
place proper to it.

Moreover, the life of malakut - which is expressed by "death' (al-mawt, in
the verse) in order not to weigh heavily on the ears of the listeners - does
relate to creation and is under the power of the Sacred Essence.

The meaning of “trial' and “test' and the character of their ascription to
God, the Exalted and the Glorious, was mentioned during the earlier
exposition of some traditions. It was explained that ignorance (implicit in
the meaning of ‘trial' and “test') cannot be ascribed to the Sacred
Essence, and there is no need of interpretations and studied explanations
in this regard. Here we shall briefly explain this issue.

At the beginning of their creation, the human souls are nothing but pure
potentialities and are devoid of every kind of actuality inclining either
toward felicity or wretchedness.

It is only after their coming into the ambit of physical, substantial motion
and voluntary actuality that the potentialities and capacities change into
actualities and distinctions.

Hence the difference between the felicitous and the wretched, the fat and
the lean, comes into existence in corporeal life (hayat-e mulki), and the
purpose of the creation of life is the distinction and examination of the
souls.

Thus, the relation of trial and creation becomes clear.

As to the creation of death, it has also a role in these distinctions, or
rather it is the last link in the causative process (of the emergence of
distinctions in the realm of actuality).

For the criterion in the realm of actuality is the ultimate forms with which
man makes the migration (from mulk to malakut); also, the criterion in
the distinctions is the other-worldly malakuti forms that are acquired
through the substantial and voluntary movements of the corporeal world.
This also makes clear the relation of testing and trial to creation of death
and life, without involving any ignorance (on the part of God).

An exposition of this issue elaborate enough to dispel all the doubts
surrounding it depends on a discussion of God's essential knowledge prior
to creation (‘ilm-e dhati qabl al ijad) and His actual knowledge
accompanying creation (‘ilm-e fi'lli ma'a al-'ijad), which is outside the
scope of this exposition.

And the Divine utterance, "(that He might see) which one of you is fairest
in action," as well as the trial relating to the more righteous of deeds,
relate to the above-mentioned matter, and hence the noble tradition. This
is because the relative fairness of deeds has been interpreted as their
relative rightness, which in turn is made to depend on fear and sincerity of
intention.

These are the inward forms of the soul, which make up the real distinctive
features of the souls or are the manifestations of the hidden distinctions
among the essences.

And because of the fact that outward action affects the heart and the
inward self, these distinctions are also brought about by deeds.

Hence, the testing of deeds is also the testing of the essences.
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e And if the noble verse were interpreted in accordance with its apparent
sense and in independence of the exposition of the Imam (A), even then
the testing will have the above-mentioned sense, because the life in the
present world and the creation of life and death by itself results in the
distinctions that characterize good and evil acts.

e As to the creation of life, its significance is clear, and as to death, its
significance in this relation also becomes clear when we know the
ephemeral nature of worldly life and the necessity of transition from this
transitory life which is, of course, accompanied with distinctions arising
from distinctions of deeds.

Fear, Sincere Intention and Rightness of Action:

You should know that in this noble tradition the rightness and goodness of action
is made to depend on two sublime bases, which also constitute the criteria of
their perfection and wholeness.

One of these is the fear and awe of God Almighty and the other is the
sincerity of intention and purity of purpose. Now we have to explain the
relation between these two principles and the perfection of action and its
rightness and rectitude.

e The fear and awe of God Almighty leads to the tagwa and piety of the
souls and these result in greater effectiveness of deeds.

e To elaborate, as mentioned in the course of the exposition of earlier
traditions, every act, good or evil, has an effect upon the soul.

e Now, if the act is of the category of acts of devotion and worship, its effect
is that of making the physical faculties subservient to the intellectual
faculties, making the malakuti aspect of the self-dominant over its mulki
aspect. As a result of it, physical nature is made subject to spirituality,
until the soul reaches the stage of spiritual emotion and attains its
essential goal.

e Every act that increases this effect and discharges this service in a better
way is more rightful and more effective in attaining the essential goal.

e Also, everything that has a role in this effectiveness has also a role in the
rightness of action.

e LlLargely, this is also the criterion of relative merit in acts and the famous
following tradition also refers to this point:
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The best of deeds is the most difficult of them. [2]

e These preliminaries show that tagwa purifies the souls from
contaminations and obfuscations.

e And, obviously, if the tablet of the soul is free of the coverings of sins and
clear of the obfuscations caused by them, the good actions are more
effective-upon it and more conducive to the realization of the goal.

e Thus, better fulfilling the great secret purpose of devotional rites, which is
the taming of corporeal nature, subjugation of mulk to malakut,
and strengthening of the soul's active will power (iradeh-ye
fa ileh-ye nafs).
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e Hence the fear of God, which has a thorough influence on the soul's
tagwa, is one of the major agents of spiritual reform with an effective role
in the rectitude of action and its beauty and perfection.

This is because tagwa, besides being one of the reforming agents of the soul, also
affects the influence of inward and outward human actions and is the cause of
their acceptability, as declared by God Almighty:
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Verily God accepts only from the God-fearing. (5:27)

The second major factor in the rightness and perfection of actions which, in fact,
is tantamount to their efficient force (in the same way as the awe and tagwa
acquired from them is equivalent to the condition of their effectiveness and
which, in fact, purify the receptor and remove the impediments).

It is sincere intention and pure purpose on which depend the perfection and
defectiveness of 'ibadat (worships) and their validity and invalidity.

e As much as the ‘ibadat are free from association with non-God and from
adulteration of intention, to the same extent they are sincere and perfect.

¢ And, nothing is as important in ‘ibadat as intention and its purity, for the
relationship of intention to ‘ibadah is like that of the soul to the
body and the spirit to the corporeal frame.

¢ In the same way as their physical form originates in the physical aspect of
the self and its body, intention and their spirit originate from the self's
inward aspect and the heart.

e No worship is acceptable to God Almighty without sincere intention and
unless it is free from the outward mulki riya' (a kind of riya' which the
fugaha', may God be pleased with them, have mentioned) and shirk,
which invalidate and nullify the outward parts (of an ibadah).

e And, unless it is free from inward shirk, in whose presence although an
'ibadah may be correct from the exoteric aspect of the Shari'ah and fighi
ordinances, it is not valid and acceptable to God Almighty from the
esoteric aspect and from the viewpoint of the reality and secrets of
worship.

¢ Hence there is no necessary relation between the (legal) validity of ‘ibadah
and its acceptability, a point which has often been mentioned in the
traditions.

An exhaustive definition of “shirk in “ibadah' that encompasses all its levels is the
inclusion of the good pleasure and satisfaction of anyone other than God, whether
it is one's own self or someone else.

If it is for someone else's satisfaction and for other people, it is outward shirk and
fighi riya.

If it is for one's own satisfaction (rida), it is hidden and inward shirk; this
also invalidates the 'ibadah in view of the 'urafa' and makes it
unacceptable to God.
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e Examples of it are offering the nightly prayer for increase in one's
livelihood, giving sadagah for safety from afflictions, or giving zakat for
increase in one's wealth; that is, when one does these things for God
Almighty in order to seek these things from His grace.

Although those 'ibadat are valid, and one who performs them is considered to
have performed his duty and fulfilled the requirements of the Shari'ah, they do
not amount to the worship of God Almighty, nor are they characterized with
sincerity of intention and purity of purpose.

Rather, this kind of 'ibadat are aimed to achieve mundane purposes and to seek
the objects of carnal, mundane desires. Hence the acts of such a person are not
rightful.

e Similarly, if 'ibadah is for the sake of the fear of hell and yearning for
paradise, it is not sincerely for God and is devoid of sincere intention.

e Rather, it may be said that such acts of worship are purely for the sake of
Satan and the carnal self.

e The good pleasure of God does not enter the intentions of a person
performing such a kind of ibadah in order to be considered even shirk.

e Rather he has worshipped solely the great idol, the mother of all idols, the
idol of one's carnal desire.

¢ However, God Almighty has accepted this kind of ibadah from us out of His
expansive mercy and on account of our weakness, by allowing a degree of
leniency; that is, He has bestowed upon it certain effects and attached
certain favours to it so that if man should fulfill the outward conditions of
its acceptance; and perform it with the presence of the heart, all those
effects will follow and all the related promises of reward shall be carried
out.

Such is the condition of the ‘ibadat of the slaves and mercenaries.

But as to the ‘ibadah of free men (ahrar), performed for the love of God
Almighty and to seek the attention given by that Sacred Essence to Its
worshippers, the motive of fear of hell and yearning for paradise being
absent in it, it is the first station of the awliya' and ahrar.

e There are other stations and degrees for them which escape description
and lie outside the scope of this discourse. As long as the soul's attention
is fixed on worship, worshipper and the worshipped one, worship is not
sincere.

The heart must be vacated of every other thing and there should be nothing in it
except God in order for worship to be sincere, as mentioned in a noble tradition of
al-Kafi
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Sufyan ibn Uyaynah (the narrator of the earlier tradition) says, "I asked
al-Imam al-Sadiq (A) about the utterance of God, the Exalted and the
Glorious, in regard to the Day of Resurrection, ' (The day when neither
wealth nor sons shall profit) except he who comes with a pure heart?' (26:
88-89). The Imam (A) replied, '
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A pure heart is one that meets its Lord in a state in
which there is none in it except Him.

Then he (A) added:

Every heart in which there is shirk or doubt shall fail.
Indeed, He has meant by it (the purity of heart)
nothing except zuhd in regard to the world so that
their hearts may be made ready for the Hereafter.

[31

Of course, the heart which is occupied with non-God and contaminated
with doubt and shirk - whether of the manifest (jali) or the concealed
(khafi) kind - has no credibility in the sacred presence of the Lord.

To the concealed kind of shirk pertains reliance on means and dependence
on anything other than God.

It is even mentioned in tradition that changing the position of one's ring in
order to remind one of something is also concealed shirk.[4] To allow
other-than-God to enter the heart is considered concealed shirk, and
sincerity of intention (ikhlas-e niyyat) is expulsion of other-than God from
His sacred abode (i.e. the heart).

Similarly, there are various degrees of doubt (shakk), some of which
should be reckoned as manifest and some as concealed, which are caused
by the weakness of conviction and feebleness of faith.

Similarly, hesitation in matters is also on account of doubt.

Of the stages of concealed doubt is changeability and absence of stability
in tawhid. Therefore, true tawhid means the dropping of relations, limits
and pluralities, even the pluralities relating to the Names and Attributes,
and fixation in it is purity from doubt. The purity of heart means absolute
freedom from shirk and doubt.

In the tradition, the phrase "He has meant by it nothing except zuhd... " is
a reference to the fact that the ultimate goal of zuhd is that the heart
should gradually become detached from the world and loathful toward it,
with its attention turned to the real goal and the true object of all
yearning.

From the beginning part of the tradition, it appears that the meaning of
" Hereafter' is the ultimate limit of the circle of existence and the ultimate
destination.

This is what " Hereafter' means in its absolute sense.

Accordingly, the world constitutes the complete circle of manifestation,
and zuhd in regard to it necessarily entails purifying the heart of other-
than-God.

Hence even one who has other-than-God in his heart and is attached to
others - whether they be corporeal, mulki matters, or spiritual ones
relating to hereafterly forms, excellences and degrees, and everything
other than God - is a man of the world, not zahid in regard to it,

He is deprived from the true Hereafter and the paradise of Divine
communion, which is the highest of the levels of paradise. Although he
may possess other degrees of spiritual excellences and attain to the
sublime levels of paradise in the same way as the people of the world
differ in regard to possession of worldly wealth and status but whose
stations are far remote from those of the men of God.
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The Definition of Ikhlas:

You should know that various definitions have been suggested for ikhlas, to some
of which that are prevalent among the people of the mystic path we shall briefly
refer here. The honourable "arif' and the wise wayfarer, Khwajah Abd Allah al-
Ansari, quddisa sirruh, says:
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Ikhlas means purging action of all impurities.

And the impurity mentioned here is a general one, including both that which
arises from the desire to please oneself and other creatures.

It is narrated from the great Shaykh Baha'i that the people of the heart have
offered various definitions for it:
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It has been said:

(Ikhlas means) keeping action free from other-than-
God having a role in it.

This definition is close to the former one.
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And it has been said:

(Ikhlas means) that the performer of an action should not
desire any reward for it in the world and the Hereafter.

e And it has been narrated from the author of Ghara'ib al-bayan that the
mukhlisun are

those who worship God in such a way that they don't see themselves in service
nor do they take notice of the world or its people,

nor transcend the bounds of servitude in their vision of Lordship.

¢ Hence when the devotee foregoes all gains and stakes in everything from
the earth to the Throne (‘arsh), he comes to traverse the path of din,
which is the path of service and devotion on which the soul does not take
any notice of the events on account of its vision of the beauty of the Lord.

This is the Din that God Almighty has chosen for Himself and cleared it from the
taint of association with other-than-God, and He has said:
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Lo, to God belongs sincere allegiance (al-din al-khalis). (39:3)

e And ‘sincere religion' is the light of pre-eternity (gidam) that appears
after the disappearance of contingency (huduth) in the wilderness of
resplendent glory and monism.

e It is as if God Almighty has invited His servants by indicating and
signalling to them that they should purify their souls from others and
make them turn exclusively towards Him.

And it has been narrated from al-Shaykh al-Muhaqqiqg Muhyi al-Din al-Arabi that
he said:
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Lo, to God belongs sincere allegiance, free from the
taints of otherness and egoism. And that your
extinction in Him should be total, the Essence; the
Attributes, the Acts and the din should cease to be
relevant for you. Lo, until the allegiance is not
purified by Reality, it will not belong to God.

e Until the traces of servitude (‘ubudiyyah), otherness (ghayriyyah) and
egoism (ananiyyah) remain, and as long as there is a worshipper and the
worshipped one, worship, sincerity and din, there remain the taints of
otherness and egoism, and this is regarded as shirk by the 'urafa’.

e The worship of the sincere ones is the imprint of the manifestations
(tajalliyat) of the Beloved and nothing passes through their hearts except
the Essence of the One God.

e And although the horizons of possibility (imkan) and necessity (wujub)
have been joined for them and they have attained proximity to the
Essence (tadalli-ye dhati) and absolute nearness to the Real (dunuww-e
mutlag-e hagiqgi) and the traces of otherness have been completely wiped
out, they still perform the duties of servanthood.

e And their servitude is not through reflection and thought, but through
manifestation - a point indicated by the prayer of the Messenger of Allah,
may Allah's peace and benedictions be upon him and his progeny, on the
night of his heavenly ascent (mi'raj).

Ikhlas is Subsequent to Action:

You should know that, that which is said in the noble tradition, that
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To persevere in an action until it becomes sincere is
more difficult than the action itself,
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is meant to encourage man to exercise care and diligence in that which he does,
both at the time of its performance, and after it.

For it sometimes happens that man carries out an action faultlessly and
without any shortcoming and performs it without riya' or "ujb; but after
the action he becomes afflicted with riya’ through mentioning it, as pointed
out in the following noble hadith of al-Kafi:
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Al-Imam al-Baqir (A) said:

Perseverance in an action is more difficult than the
act itself.

He was asked, "what is meant by perseverance in action?" He replied,

A man does some kindness to a relative or expends
something for the sake of God, Who is One and has
no partner. Thereupon the reward of a good deed
performed secretly is written for him. Later, he
mentions it to someone and that which was written
earlier is wiped out and instead the reward of a good
deed performed openly is written for him. Later,
when he makes a mention of it again, the vice of
riya' is written for him (instead of the reward written

earlier). [5]

Man is never secure from the evil of Satan and his self until the end of his
life.

He must not imagine that once he has performed an act solely for the sake
of God, without desire for the good pleasure of creatures having played
any role in it, the purity of his act shall remain secure from the evil of the
vicious self.

Should he fail to exercise ca